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MELA]G GITY IMAGE
BEST PRAGTICES OF TOWN PLANNING
Foreword
Malaysian cities are often lormed as the resuli ol administrative and trade activities.
The resource rich lnterior ot the nation was the source ol numerous goods that were
lransponed to urban centres for processing, distrlbution and marketing. These
urban centres developed into towns and cities as more and more support services
mushroomed to meet with the demands of trade and the societies that tlourished to
facilitate commerclal activities. ln terms ot administrative dutles, cities were formed
at the rivar mouths, proclaimlng their sovereignty by being able to regulate traftic
that travels up river. Melaka is arguably the oldest city in Malaysia thal l€ll into thls
calegory and tlourished bolh as an administrative and trade settlement lrom its
inception to the preseni day,

As the nation progresses towards a developed stalus, cities continue lo take on
numerous roles to complement the needs and requirements of the
citizenry, Planning to conserve the previous elements ot the clty that torm the basis
of ils being wlth newer roles are the hallmarks ot sustainable
planning. Such planning ls needed ln order to assure the integration ol
ethnic values towards developing a civil society. Guidelines and polici€s torm the
backbone of sustainable town planning tor Melaka and other
emerglng cities in Malaysia. The Vislon 2020, development plans, laws and acts
have provided significant importance in the formation ol a global
city - a city of s-commerce, k-economy, rich culiural and social dlversity and
progressive development. ln the past decades, the city matrix has evolv€d with the
addition of various physical elements that mark the city's physical development.
The current physical image ol Melaka clearly retlects lls great success in its
progresaive partlclpation towards realising Vision 2020. Melaka is a city that is an
amalgam ot the old and new, the past and the tuture.

Documenting th€ best practices of lown planning is part ot our eftort at The Federal
Department ol Town and Country Planning in crealing awarenoss about lh€
strengtha and weaknesses ol our cities and will serve as the benchmark for our
tuture cilies. This ls part ol our contribution towards realising our vision ol a
developed nation. Commendation is given io the ResEarch and Development
Division that have been instrumental ln seeing thls tlmely book publlshod.

Director General
Department of Town and Country Planning

Peninsular Malaysia
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lntroduction
Melaka s a clty that has evolved with the introduction of
ideas and ideals oi both western and eastern cultures. The
aim has been to creale an image of a city that retains its past
influences wlrile fusing them with curreni cultural, heritage
and requirements of society. The city has been home to
numerous peoples of varying backgrounds and continues to
be one of Malaysia s most cosmopolitan cities.

The city was laid down in various stages. Starting point of
the city would be during its establishment in the early days
of the Meaka Empire. Thls was iollowed by Poduguese,
Dutch and English inluences which were continued by
Malaysian inspired planning since the 1940s. ln terms of
layout of the clty houses of worship were the main focus.

This is inljne with the current practice ol placing the mosque
as an important aspect of the cily. Open and green areas
were incorporated into the city by placement of activities
such as parks and playgrounds as the key components of
the urban landscape. As with other cities in l\ilalaysia, the
basic underlying principle of planning embodies the concept
of a fundamental balanced relalionship, between a Man and
his Creator, Man and l\,4an, and, l\,4an and Environmenl.

Melaka is integrating these three relationship into the
iollowing concepts, in shaplng the image of the city.
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Peaceful
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Friendly

lnteraction among all communities and societies are
aimed lor within all lriendly cities. A noble civilisation
where united society lives in an atmosphere ol
cooperation, friendliness and harmony is an ultimate goal
of planning and development. People, being the
inhabitants of cities require planning and development
that strengthen the relationships between fellow men and
more lriendly towards lhe environment. Current planning
and development draws on this inbred trait in structuring
conducive interaclion amongst the people, together with
the urban image and identity that radiates the feeling of
being accepted and welcome inlo the city. This is
achieved through planning oi land use elements and
public facilities that is appropriaie, adequate and
peopleJriendly for the whole specirum ol the community.
The local point of society that is easily accessible with
conlradictory elements of moral society being regulated
under firm control. ln [,4elaka, social programmes and
activities are planned to create a caring and united
society, working towards common goals with special
consideration to the handicapped and disabled, the
elderly, children and the lower-income community. This
positive integration at all levels of society regardless ol
religion and social status is lhe key element towards the
development of Melaka as a iriendly, sensitive and civil
society.
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Knowledge

A lve l-p anned and developed city is also a centre of
learnjng and civllsaijon - where the collection and
disseminaton of niormation benefit its societies.
Because the Creaior l'tas bestowed upon man the
capacity to learn r,re have ihe duty to maximise
kno'./ledge acqu s t on in order to build the foundation of
a cjvi jsed soclety. n addition, the placement of
kno,,vledge as the cornerstone of a cjty would result in
enormous benefits to every aspect ol human existence.
P aces of worship. nstitutlons of higher learning, schools,
and ibraries form some of the physical manifestations of
knowledge and recognition of the Creator. Within Melaka,
museums and heritage centres provide a wealth of
educatjonal tools that are utilized not only by its residents
but by alL lvalaysian to gain an insight into the country's
cu lure, her tage and past. The Fikrah Garden or places
that are used to upgrade the knowledge of the society
residing in the city are greatly emphasised in this
concept. A city wlth knowledge would be able to
overcome any probLems through proper planning,
consultations and based on correct information thus
providing an outcome that would be beneficial, not
detrimental to any one.



Gleanliness and Beauty

Cleanliness and beauly are two important rneasures of a
great civilisation. This encompassing not just the physical
aspects bul includes spiritual aspects that are inherent in
man. Melaka cily strives to maintain cleanliness n order
lor the residents of a city to have a good wel-being and
healthy state ol mind. Settlements areas and the city
cenlre are planned in orderly and pleasant manner. ln
addition, designs and construciions of buildings, open
spaces and transporiation system also incorporate the
element of cleanliness, indicatng that pollutlon, in its
myriad lorms will not be tolerated. Green lungs and
recreational parks help balance the urban concrele
landscape by providing space for healthy activities. Other
physical manifestations ol the va ue of cleanllness lake in
the lorm ot public amenities. The adopt on of th s value
endows the city with a multijold return in lhe form of
beautiful buildings, landscapes and gardens. enhanced
aesthetic value and an overall posit ve health of the city.
The integration ol cultural and archltectura iealures and
local herilage became the andrnarks and being
emphasised in the design oi street lurnt!re. urban
spaces and the like. Adoplion of these Ya ues in [,4elaka
city has enabled lhe conservation of en,,,ironmenl from
destruclion and helped promole harrnon ous re atlonshlp
with its natural surrounding.
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Prosperous
A prosperous city irnage is reflected in the planning and
developmeni of the urban centres. Planning of
economic activities and urban centre that is
comprehensive, vibrant and effective in the use of its
natural resources is paramount in the creation of a
sustainable city. lniegration of public transport system,
pedestrian network and green lunos are some of the
components to ensure accessibility, comfort and safety
of all users. Melaka is such city where rapid growih ol
commercial properties, banks, hotels and convention
facilities are some of the positive signs of economic
prosperity. This is a direct result of a balanced
management of natural resource, creative and
innovative approach to conservation and
comprehensive planning for tourism. The tourism
industry and other direct foreign investment are
welcomed, as they create a constant demand for
improvement and modernisation of the city, with
adaptive banking and financial systems to support the
growing business sector. lncome'generating activities
such as carnivals and festivals are encouraged by
providing suitable venues within the city centre. The
advancement of information technology (lT) related
industries that influenced lhe future businesses are
being incorporated into the city's commercial system
and education system. With careful planning and
implementation, l\y'elaka is once again prospers and
resurlace as an important business emporium of the
east and as an example of a sustainable city.
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Active
An Aclive City is a dynamic organism, contracting and
expanding to meet the daily needs ol residents and
visitors. An active city never stops from providing basic
services such as lighting and public safety, so that
activities can be carried out throughoul the night. As
the city places great imporiance on the physical and
social needs of residents and visitors, eateries,
accomrnodation and healthcare facilities are geared
towards providing services round the clock. The health
and fitness of the residents are also within the conlext
of an Active City. Having a population that is skong and
heathy ls a cornerstone of not only the city's health
policy but also the national policy ol having a healthy
nalion. ln l,/lelaka heallhcare iacilities are abundant and
oiten have enough capacity 10 entedain palients from
outside the cily. Amenities aimed at increasing fitness
are provlded by the creation of parks, playgrounds,
jogging lracks and sports facilities. Sporting facilitles
based on local requirements are included and
implemented based on plans that cater to the general
populace and down to the school level. Having
elements of an Active City is part of the impoftant
criteria towards creating a sustainable city. lt enables
the residents of the city to maintain and increase their
mental and physical health levels and it contributes
towards general well-being and enjoyment of city living.

MELAKA CITY IMAGE



Multicultural
Historic influences and current demographics point
lowards a Melaka ihat will always remain an urban
environment that is hospitable to ditferent cultures. Social
interaction among different cultures allows for a city that
is extremely vibrant and colourful. Cooperation,
sensjtivity and mutual respect has always been practiced
to advocate well-being and avoiding elements that can
damaqe physical and moral values. Various festivities are
celebrated according io the ditferent cultures and faiths
lhat are abound. Developing a city within a
multicultural context would entail the need for respect of
cultural ideals and sites. lvlelaka regards the ditferent
cultural influences and diversity as an important asset
thai contributes to the creation of its unique city image. A
Multicultural City preserves and enhances cultures by
applying the appropriate facilities within their rightful site.
Places of worship, cultural complexes and eateries
catering to certain cultural groups are provided for as with
community centres. On a macro scale, interaction
elements and social relationships are geared towards
solidifying multiculturalism. A successful Multicultural City
maintains cultural harmony by carefully injecting the
traditional cultural heritage into the lifestyle of a modern
cosmopolitan city.
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Preservation
Man as an integral part of the environment has a
symbiolic relalionship wilh its surroundings and should
constantly seek to maintain a dynamic equilibrium with its
environment. The existing environment in addition to its
tunctional values also posses spiritual presence and
represent ihe history of human achievemeni.
Preservation ol the environment, historical and culiural
resources is an extremely important aspect oi planning
and sustainable development to enable future generation
to live in peace, comlort, safety, and ln harmony with the
environment. Melaka has a unique distinction of belng
the only ciiy in the Easl that has the largest collection of
colonial civic buildings. Fiesidenlial. religious and
commercial structures are also in abundance in ihe city
together with valuable cultural reJics from the past. The
resource ol herilage elements is irrportant enough ior the
city to seriously undertake lhe task of llsting Melaka as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site. The city has tremendous
responsibility in the maintenance and care of lts built and
natural environments. The relationship between Man and
Environment plays out in lhe city everyday. There s a
critical balance that needs 10 be iound ln order to create
a sustainable city thal places great imporlance on
preservation. Education, nalional identity and cultural
continuity are but some of the priceless spin offs of
placing importance in this area.
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The Malaysian clty ls developed accordlng to idealthemes that
are based on ihe previous, cuffent and historical context of the
clty. These themes are the result of a clear vision for an ideal
clty suppoded by various guidelines and requirements that
cities have to adhere to. The themes oi the city are identiliable
with the respective city and are based on natural or man-made
features that are present.

*E ER -:]

tr"

tf i"

ffi

_q

.q

al

ij
1,1

i.l
:i
,t

F

T



$,rj

The strategic direction that the counlry is headino towards is
evident in Malaysian cities. Vision 2020 aims for a developed
nation status by the year 2020. This would be achieved by
the creation oi a caring society and the acquisition of new
knowledge that can benefit the nation as a whole. Melaka,
which is situated in the state bearing the same name, is part
of that vision. The state has placed an earlier date to achieve
a developed state status with lvlelaka leading the way by the
year 2010. The city has a wealth of resources io help it
achieve this status.

The division of individual and community spaces is well
defined. This enables positive interaction amongst the
residents of the city. Fegulations and guidelines control the
placement of commercial, residential, recreation and
community facilities in adherence to the balanced concept of
development. It is by this means that the mental, spiritual
and emotional well being of residents are taken care of.
Administration that is well equipped to deal with iuture
requirements and curreni demands of residents is also seen
in the city wilh new technological lnnovation included in
planning and development. Furthermore, future growth of
the city has also been planned carefully by expanding
outside the city centre allowing the historic core to be
conserved as a heritaare site.

The administrative centre for the city is in the neiqhbourhood
of Ayer Keroh. This is the location of the new l\,4elaka
lVunicipal Complex (iVPl\lBB), new Courthouse as well the
Seri Negeri, which is the State's adminisirative buitding. The
shiit of administration to Ayer Keroh is part ot the vision in
creating a congestion free city at the historic core and
turning it into a hiqhly accessible centre for culture and
preservation of built and natural heritage.

Some facilities have the impact of inspirjng its citizens to
greater levels of achievement. These structures are
landmarks that provide the sovereign and administrative
image of a city. ln addition to playing local roles, they are
also a part ol the national consciousness.



1. Governor's Residence
l,4elaka being historically one of the Straits Settlements does not
have a hereditary Sultan as the Head of Government. The
Governor assumes the role as aLlocated under the Constitulion of
Malaysia. The Fesidence is situated in an idyllic setting at Bukit
Beruang and represents the sovereignty of the State and stressed
the value of unity for the nation.

2. Melaka High Court
The courthouse represents a civillzed society that upholds the
principles of justice and equitable distribution of resources, civility
and iuslice that are based not solely on relationship between
human being but also between men and the environment.With its
presence in the administralive node of Ayer Keroh, the Melaka
High Court Complex houses ihe High Court, Sessons and
Magjstrate Courts and also the Syariah High, the judicial
representation at the state, national and religious leve.

3. Melaka Municipal Council (MPMBB)
The l\,4unlcipal Council is situated in Graha Makmur, at the
administrative node represents the existence of eiiiceni
administration and good urban governance. lt is irom this complex
the basic amenities of the city are p anned to incorporate health,
education, residential, commercial and tourist facl ities aLl within
easy reach comp ete with other amenities such as Post Oliice,
Police Station, Fire Department and rnosque that deals with
physlcal and splritual wel being. Prev ous y the lMunicipa Councll
was situaied in the Old City bli move n the early 1990 s to iis'
presenl ocation to alleviate traffic and congestion wlihln the clty

4. State Mosque
Mosque represent the re ai onsh p betl,'€gn l\4an and the Creator
and the symbol oi a ciiy thai possesses the prnciple ol
Compass on - constantly consc ous oi the existence and g ory of
the Creator. Built n the siyle oiiradiiional Melaka architecture, the
mosque that can accommodaie a congregalion of over '11, 000
people at any time is the representation oi the national religion,
which is enshrined in the Consiltuiion of the nation.

5. Seri Negeri
Seri Negeri s the ne\^/ adrninistrative centre for the State of
N,4elaka. lt syrnboljzed a system of government that practice ihe
princjples of Trustworthy and Credibi ity; where decision are made
based o^ lnowledge and consJ'ration.
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Historical Gity
Cleanliness and beauty represents two noble values, \,,vhlch

are stressed upon by all religions, races and civj izations.
This includes cleanliness and beauty from the physical
aspect, building design, external surroundings and also in lhe
spiritual, intellectual, mental sense. The city would be a place
which is pleasing lo the eye and have unobstructed vistas
from prominent landmarks. There would be evident efforts at
maintaining a clean jmage and landscaping eiforts would be
intensive. Greenery provides beauty and also acts as a
balance to the built landscape of the city. Beauty is a
reflectlon oi lhe cornmunity's personality. The values of th s
city are directed more towards strengthening the re ationship
between man and the environment; the responsibllity of nran
towards the Creator.
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Beautlflcatlon of the Glty
The character oi Melaka remains as a picturesque city as it
was in past ages. The different layers built by the Portuguese,
Dutch and Bdtish withstood ihe test of iime with St. Paul Hill
actjng as the backdrop to the cjty heritage with a lush garden
and trees. Each iniluence of the city has placed importance
on an image that reflects the inner beauty of ihe city. Effort to
beautify the city is a continuous process currently being
undertaken by the ciiy's municipa council.

Beautif ication eff orts include:

-The introduction of landscape elements in the city structure
-lmprovement of pedestrian links and open spaces
-Bestoration of bui ding facades and painting works
-Beautliication oi the Melaka River and water bodies

New development and beautlflcatlon that takes place adds
richness and charm to ihe overall scenery of the city. Colour
plays an important aspect of the city lmage. This can be seen
most in the OId City. Other areas are ident fiable not only from
their design but aLso ihe colours ihat are incorporated into
their planning. The colours oi a city rel ect the cheedulness of
its inhabitanls and contribute n the creation of a beautiful and
attractive city. The beauliful colours oi l\,4elaka are apparent
on the painted surface of the building facades, decorated
streets. and the coloured lights set against the green
surroundinqs and open sea.
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Heritage Gity
The city of l,4elaka was proclaimed as'A Historical City'on
Aprll 1sth, 1989. Among the resoluiions that were made
during this congress includes a proposal to suggest the
lnclusion of the city in the UNESCO World Heritage Ljst.
lvlelaka city possess one of the biggest and finest collection
of built heritage from the colonial period in this regjon,
dated back to 1511 when the Poduguese first landed on the
city shoreline. The different influences and cultural heritage
during these ere can still be traced until the present day and
forms part of the image of l\,4elaka as a Heritage City.

The Foot of St. Paul Hill
This area represents a collection oi civic structures
daled back to the Portuguese occupatlon. Centred
on the A'Famosa, this area has witnessed many
events that took pace in the citys history, both
mllilarily and socially. The history ot lvlelaka uses
this location as a backdrop ior the Light and Sound
Speclacular. Incorporating the latest technological
advancemenls in multi media presentations, the city
has lncluded this facility for ts residents and
visitors. Thls development was undertaken by the
Melaka Museums Body (PEFZIM) to showcase the
cultural heritage of the city in a medium that is both
enjoyable and expected by the current informaiion
technology generation. History of the city is
portrayed utilizing lights, sounds and narration
giving the viewer a more potent impact than
static buildings or manuscripis.
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The Stadthuys
Stadthuys is believed to be the lirst building constructed by
the Dutch in the 1650s. ll iunctioned as the Dutch
administrative centre and was the Governor's residence. lt is
a testimony to the solidity ol Dutch masonry and
craftsmanship, as well as their understanding in adapting
their traditional architecture to the tropics by including large
windows and wide verandahs. This is the oldesl Dutch
building still standing in the Far East. The rich red ochre
colour of the building is indicative ol many in the area and

the style of the construction era. lt was used until the early
'1970's by Federal and State administrative agencies until it
was recognised as a cultural heritage. Preserved in its
original structure and lorm, it is lhe linest example ot Dutch
civic architecture and planning principles. Major restoration
works took place in recent years and the works were
completed in 1992, turning it into a museum.

MELAKA CITY IMAGE
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Museums and Art Galleries
Museums and galleries offer places 10r quiet
contempLation and reflection whiLe cultural
activities foster interaction among the city
inhabitants. Art represents human aspiration,
creativily and imaginalion. Besides the
coexislence ol dillerenl cultura heritage in
the city today, Melaka is dubbed as the 'City
of Culture' due to lhe large number of
museums and art galleries, as well as the
lrequent cullural activities held in the city.
These lvluseums and ari galleries are localed
in the Melaka's historic core mainly through
adaptive reuse ol historical buiLd ngs. ln
addition to these museums, there exist
privately run museums such as the Baba and
Nyonya Museum and Villa Senrosa in
Kampung Morten. Also present are informal
colleclions found in antique shops and
galleries. They hold some of the relics that
were handed down lor generations.

'I
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1. Maritime Museum
This museum is silualed in a replca of ihe
Flor De La Mar, a Portuguese galleon ihal
sank in lhe Staits oi Malacca afler lhe nva-
sion and sacking ol the ciiy. Thls museum is
dedicated towards the mariiime history jn

Melaka, lmporlanl evenls thai took p ace and
the lamous iigures that pul ltlelaka on iie
mariiime map.
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2, Malaysia Youth Museum
Th s museum occupies ihe old Posl Otlice building and is dedicaied to
lhs contribulion made by youlhs n lh6 development ot the slale and
couniry lhai includes social and economic developaaent.

3. History Museum and Ethnography Museum
Housed in lhe iamous Sladthuys, this museum detaits the
history ol lhe cily in great delail from lhe inception period lo the
independence of Malaysia. Also on display are the
historical replicaand rel'cs such as coins, manuscriptand photoqmphs.
The Ethnography seclaon locuses on th6 cullure of the various elhnic
backgrounds in Melaka, displaying among others bridal coslumes and
the scene of daily llfe in old Melaka.

3,lslamic Museum
Occupyinq a Dutch otficial's residence, ihe lslam c lMuseum educates
vis tors aboul the growlh of ls am in Nle aka. Also on dlsplay are the
slarnic adm nistraiive syslenr practiced d!rjno the Sultanate era, relics
of lslamic influences and the personalilies that made IVelaka the centre

of lslam in the region.

5. The Culiural Museum ol Melaka
This museum displays the glorious period ol lhe Malay Sultanate ela.
The museum contains various displays ol the Sullanate adminislralion
syslem, cultural evenls, weapons, costumes and scene ol historical
signilicance- The museum is silualed in a replica of a 15lh cenlury
Sullanale Palace as ihere is no exisling palace of that era standing
today. Delail and design ol the palace are exlrenrely fine and the

sirLrclure is unlque lo the cily.
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6, People's IMuseum
Housed in ilre iormer Malacca Club lhis memorlal
tels lhe siory andthe slruggle towards ndependence
oi the counlry and in particular the roles played by lhe
peope jn Melaka Exh bits are n iorm of reics,
.nanuscrlpts. v deos and f lms,

7. Proclamation of lndependence Memorial
Housed in ihe iormer trlalacca Club this memoria
iels ire slory andthe svuggle towards ndepend€nce
o: the country and in parllcular, the ro e played by
Melaka Exhibits a.e in forr. of relcs, manuscripls,
videos and f ms.

8- Il,luseum of Literature
Thjs museum js d€dlcaled towards the deve opmeni
of iterature in I\4elaka, particularly Malay lterature. I
d sp ays old and importani manuscripts such as lhe
Malay Anna s Th s rnuselm js a place where one
can learn and appreclate the beauty ol ihe wriilen
culture ol l\,4alaysia.

9. Nyonya and Baba Musuem
Thls ls a prlvaley run museum housed in two
converied shophouses and situaied aithe old qua er,

It showcases a iypica Baba and Nyonya house
d sp ay ng carvings, costumes and decoralive iiems
unique lo ihe Baba and Nyonya communily.

i
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Cultural Celebration
T-e ci.y ol l,4eldko is o-e o'rl-e cre> . a r/se
where lhe development ol culture s rnost evdent
and celebrated. Facilt es such as theatres.
amphithealres and publc squares are vie I planned
for cu tura performances and celebratlons
Additionally, w de pedestrian roads oflen doub e up
as stages for parades and carnlvals. To augment the
normal festivities celebrated by most tValaysan.
such as the lndependence, Aid I Fitri and Lunar New
Year, there are few that are uniquely ce ebrated n

lvelaka. Festivtes are not the only display oi
cultural events ln the clty. Cultural and artistic shows
are also frequently staged in around l\,4elaka
especially during weekends and pubic hoidays.
malnly as an extension to the lving heritage ol the
city.
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Recreational Gity
A recreational city offers facilities that stimulate the city's social,
physical and economic activilies, in an active and dynamic way.
Towards achieving these characters, the planning principles of
lnteraction, PeaceJul, and Savings and Professionalism were
translated into built forms. The city would have inleraction by
active and positive activities for ihe cornmunity through the
provision of social and outdoor activities. ln order for the clty to
progress as a Recreational City, it would need to apply the
prlnciple of peace whereby a peaceiul city will create conduclve

environments that will have a posltive impact on the physical and
mental development oi its inhabitanis, other than encouraging
economjc growth lor the city. Additionally, a Recreat onal City is
serued by sav ngs and professiona ism where etficient planning,
development and effect ve management systems that utilises
modern technoLogy, and is fudher inforrnatlve and innovative.

Melaka city is an example of a lively and vibrant city; thus
recreationa iacilit es are g ven a special conslderation in the ciiy
plannlng. Melaka clty offers a varieiy of outdoor and indoor
recreationa activities; ln its parks and open spaces,
promenades, beaches and theme parks avaiLab e all over the
city. ln the plannlng of these recreational laci it es, emphasis was
given on creating a character ot the city that is beautiful,
functiona, healthy, and has mentaLly stjmulating activities that
relate to other city functlons such as res denilal, commercial and
Lrrban centres.
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Parks and Playgrounds
ln the city, pocket parks ard playgrounds contribute towards
the beautification of the city and as a pace that offering
recreational activities. A new and comprehensive city park
is located in the Serindit Recreational Park which has
become the centre of recrealional activiiies in the city.
Located jusi outside the historic core, this park is a place for
relaxation and spoding activities such as football, cycling
and go-karting.
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The Sporting Life
Modern sport halls and stadium facilities are provided in and
around the city to complement other recreational facilities.
Open playinq fields and football lields lunction as the
gathering place and as a stage for evening games. The
beaches and the sea offer another public zone away from
the husile and bustle ol the city, ideal for inleraction and

recrealional activities such as boating and fishing.
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Theme Parks
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Aver Keroh Recreationat Foresr
This preserved naturat forost ls toc;led naar lhe olher attracliofs n
AyerKeroh This unlouch-5d r roptca I iorL.sl ofte r najure tovers activ,
ilies like keik ng, camping ancl picnick n9 as we as hus and cabin
iacililics ior rent.
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Gardern &tr&y
The concept oi Garden City focuses on the development
ol parks and open spaces linked by green networks and
pedesir an routes. The city majnlains a close relatjonship
with nature, conservlng the green and natural heritage,
flora and iauna as wel as the river and waterways.
Me aka clty s an examp e oi a garden city in the making.
Well-manicured road shouLders panted wlth various
plants olfer shade and shelter from the sun. Garden
f owerbeds and benches become a focus ot visltors aiter
a lesurely strol n ihe city. The city was planned to
include landscapjng as ihe iocus of any new development
besides conserving the existing natura envlronment. The
aim of gardens in the city is the varjety of plant liie and lts

beauly. The townscape of such a city would have a
comprehensive system of greenery and maintain the
aspect oi beauty, culture and design.

The Dutch Square
This square is probably the most access c e aii r:il sed
garden in the city. Deslgned as the rea. c' :': ciry. t

conti-ues to fu-ct on as one of fl-e r-a-- !": ::-:e's in

the cjty. The Dutch Square demonsi'a:es:-€ :i-edieval

concepl ol urba- p a'ni-g v.1e'e: l- I -:s '..e e

arranged io create a memorable urc3. s.ace a-a is ess
seen as a free standinq objecl.
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Historic City Memorial Park
Located opposite lhe replca ol the Sultanate Palace,
this historic park is a secluded park accessib e lo the
museums visitors. lt was designed to represent the
palace garden; lhis park also houses lhe rnemorial
sculpture that marks the proclamation of Melaka as a
historic cily in 1989.
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Garden along Jalan Kota
This small garden s part oi the rnuseum complex that displays some outdoor
exhbits such as ihe od ocornot ve, panes and cars. The mature trees and
flower gardens prov de shade and a place for contemplation lor vls tors and the
city nhabilants.

Seri Serindit Recreational Park
Serindit Recreational Park is a park within the city that otiers a recrealional area
and green surroundings complete with lakes and filled with trees and various
flora and iauna. lt is a place for contemplation, a strik ng contrast from the busy
city parks.

MELAKA CITY IMAGE
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y Gity
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ln addition to lhe healthcare lacilities equipped with state of the
art technology, a healthy city provides a healthy environment for
the physical, social and spiritual development of the city. lt is a
city that is clean, free from most types of pollution, and
encourages healthy activities within the city.

Cleanliness, health and peace are three important principles that
guide the creation of a healthy city. Clean water, air and
environment ensure the health of plants, animals and therefore
the health of humans too. Greeneries act as filters that sieve the
environmental pollution, absorb heat and create a more pleasant
environment to live in.



Healthcare in Melaka

Healthcare services in Melaka are comparable io olher cities in
Malaysia. There are government run hospitals and there are
several private medical specialist centres; namely the l\4ahkota
Medical Centre, The Southern Hospital and Pantai Cancer
Centre. These hospitals otfer specialisation and not only provide
servjces for locals but also become a destination for patients
from neighbouring countries such as Brunei, Singapore and
lndonesia. This market of wellness tourism is being developed to
complement other tourism products ol the city. ln addition to
hospitals, private and public clinics are also widely available in

every neighbourhood and district.

Governmenl run denlal clinic



Pros

The lasi twenty years have seen a shlft in Melakas main
economic generators. Dubbed as the 'sleepy ho low' during
the British colonial era, lvlelaka was long considered to be a
primarily agrarian economy with a virtually non-existent
manufacturing sector. l\,4elaka has been transforming itself
into a significant economic force by atlracting visitors and
investors into the city. Economic generators have been
increased to include industrial and healthcare. Diversifying
the economy of the city is a positive step in order not to be
too over dependant on the tourism sector. Melaka city
incorporates the Prosperous City lheffre in order lo create a

city that is peaceful from the physical and social element
polnl of view. Healthy physlcal elements encompass
cleanliness as we I as being economic and efficient.
Compassion is used in creating facilities for the
community while taking inlo account the etfects of
development on the individual, society and environment.
Tolerance and sensitivity are taken into consideration for
development that is sustainable, balanced when fulfilling the
needs of all parties, with planning and implementation that is
structured, harmonious and ensures rights and symbiosis.



BSN' Bank along Jalan MunshiAbdultah
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The city continues its lunction as a port-oi-call ior
modern merchants and traders. New shops and offices
are developed outside the hisioric core to allow for a
more efficient business premise with a support
facilities such as offices, banks and hotels to cater for
the growing tourism and commerc al industry. l,,4elaka
Raya and l\,4ahkota Melaka are developing nto the new
business hubs ior the city besides the existing bus ness

Abdullah

i'inalreial lnstitutions
The existence of major banks and finance companies in

tli-

city is a sign ol the city's prosperity. Financial
and facilities are well represented \'vithin the

cornmercial centtes to support the growing needs
expanding businesses and trades. lncorporatinq

in information technology (lT) these financial
are the backbone of the citys economic
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Jcnl.{er Walk Nig ht lr'iarket
Jonker \/alk s a iee .rar<ei r. tir a [1e]aka culura
f avour; a slro[/case that ref ects tf]e clty s r ch elhf c
and cultural heritage I'he []ark3i stretches ihe \,iho e oi
Jalan Hang Jebat or as li was pre\.,iousy known as
Jonker Slreet, ofiers various antiques. ocal dellcaces
and souvenir items. Small sia s and peddlers.
Testaurants and handjcraft shops are amor-rg the
attract on ol Jonker Street. The night market siarts alter
6 pm when the whole street turns nto a pedestran
boulevard lor the event.



Sfoopping

The clty was built on the buying and selling ol goods. n the
modern context, shopping mals have taken over trading
houses as the main centres of buylng and selllng. Modern
shopplng complexes complement traditionaL shop houses
in the city. The contrast between rnodern and sophisticated
shopping mals and trad tional shopping alleys is clearly
seen n the city. Within the alleys one can ind locaL crafts
as wel as antques shops. The loca authority has made
eflorts in orqanizinq and arranqinq the small traders and
oca souveniT shops lnto proper locat ons; support ng the
tourism industry. The newer complexes have evolved into
ne ghbourhood centres, servicing their respective
ne ghbourhood by offering goods and servlces within the
confines ol a pleasant and air condiUoned enviTonment
minus the charm of traditional shopping areas.
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24 hours digilal inlormation screen ' Jalan l\,4erdeka

Educational Gity
The Educational City theme represents a smart city that has
complete facilities, based on information technology
advancements and also on traditional learning methods. This
city also stresses on the aspect of education through the
increase in quantity and quality of educational institutions and
through the provision of urban spaces and iacilities that
encourages interaction and formation of a civil society.
Uninterrupted flow ol knowledge and information is through the
various provisions of educational facilities and public institution
such as mosques, community halls and libraries.
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Nueleus for Historical and Cultural Studies
Among the resolutions made alter the proc amai on of l\,4e aka
as a historic c ty in 1989,wasthatthecitywoudbeanuceus
for hislorlcal, cultura , po it cal and soclo-economlc Tesearch as
well as inlormal pub ic education. The museums and historlcal
monuments are directed at studenls as welas visiors. The
l/elaka history ls the backbone of l\4alays an history: a visit to
Melaka w ll deepen v sitors understanding about the l\,4alaysian
history and re ated fieLds.

hl0n Formatr Learning lnstitution
A mosque oflers a different perspecr'ive io edlca:ron. Bes des
be ng a place for worship, a mosque s a cen:re icr kno,',Ledge
and a community centre where one could earn about human
values, civi isalion and the relalionship bet$ieen man ancj hls
Creator. A mosque oiiers a continuous earning opportunty
from the basic knowledge oi lslarn at a pre-school level. to
lessons in law and history for more senlor partlcpanls. The
provision of a mosque as a ceftre for developmeni is n llne
with our Vision 2020, to create a civi society without sacrificlng
high moral values.
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Formal Learning lnstitution

l\lelaka city is begjnning to develop as a centre for
educaton with new schools and colleges being
developed in and around the city. Modern and
sophisticated; these new instilutions are a
manifeslation of l\,4elaka's commitment towards
meetng challenges of ihe new millennium. High
school and technical colleges continue the tradition
that has produced many oi the country's great leaders.
Just outside the city, Multimedia University and
l\ilaritime University paves the way for the
development ol technology based on the l\/lelaka
tradition. They forrn part oi the l\,4elaka Educauon City
whlch is centralsed at the northern part of the clty,
stretching from ihe city centre to Selandar. This site is
extremely accessible. The Education Cily initiative is a
complete educatlonal centre in ierms of fields ol study,
support lnf rastructure and servlces.
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lntroduction
The continuing function of Melaka city as the
administrative, financial and trade capiial of the
stale is a tesiimony to the adaptability and
sustainabillty oi the city since its formation.
Accessing the cily Jrom the major highway, the
image porlrayed is a city that is disciplined,
organized and has a well planned layout. The
meticulous detail io landscaping along the
main artery symbolises the sirength of the city.
Cleanl ness is arso evident and for a major
Malaysian city, that is a very commendable
achievement.

Melaka city is dissected into two parts, the
inner core and the outer core. This has been
planned in order to maintain and preserve the
cultural and heritage importance of sites within
the inner core by dispersing activiiies that are
not directly involved. Congestion and pollution
is drastically reduced by this application of
separation. The outer core provides a modern
balance lo lhe antiquated inner core and is
connected through well thought landscaping
efforts that blend seamlessly into the built
elements of the city. The cily has been able io
progress without disregarding its' past but by
embracing it fully.
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Melaka was founded around 1398 by a prince called
Parasmeswara following the downlall of the Sri Vijaya
Empire. lt began as a smaLl fishing v llage but soon
developed into the busiest port-of-call in the region, mainly
because of its location being at the narrowest point of the
Skaits together with its natural setting that offered a
protected harbour and navigational rivet However the most
important aspect was its location in relation to the seasonal
winds. For centuries sailors telied on prevailing seasonal
winds to travel. Ships from China sa led south in the North
East monsoon, and merchants from lndla travel with the
South-West monsoon. [,4elaka sheltered shipping regulated
by monsoons, allowed ships to unload their cargos and wait
in safety to begin the return voyage home in the next
monsoon.

The Birth of a Gity

Ancient Chinese maritime map showing lh€ localion ol l\,4elaka

The Malay Sultanate Era (1398-'1511)

Although there is no physical evidence of this era, the
Melaka Sultanate set the foundation of the urban pattern
ihat shaped the morphological development of the historic
core that we see today. As l\y'a Huan accounls in 'General
Account o{ the Shores ot the Ocean'written in the 15th
Century described l\4elaka:

"... A city surrounded by palisades with four gates and
watchtowers and patrolled at night by watchmen
ringing bells. lnside the city walls was a second
lortress where godowns (warehouses), money and
provisions were kept. The hills on the south side
resides the Sultans and the aristocrats as well as the
main mosque. A bridge spanned the river connecting
the north and the south banks with a market-place ol
twenty pavilions where commodities of all kinds were
sold. North of the river lived the merchanls organized
into separate ethnic communities (Hindus, Bengalis,
Tamils, Gujeratis, Chinese, Japanese, Moors, Arabs,
Jews, Philipjnos, Burmese, Siamese and Borneans)
and trading centres

During this period, having a palace, adminislrative centre,
chief mosque, mansion for nobility, bazaar, commercial
complex, surrounded by residential quarters, security and
a monetary system reflected that Melaka was a planned
medieval oort town.



".., No trading port as larqe as Malacca is known, nor
anywhere they deal in such iine and highly priced
merchandise. Goods trom all over the east are tound
here; goods from all over the wesl are sold here ...
whoever is lord ol Malacca has his hand on throat ol
venice",

(Tome Pires. a Portuouese apothecary and a scholar 1511)

The Portuguese Century (1 51 1 -l 641)

The Portuguese interest in Melaka was drawn purely by the
economic drive to monopolise the growing spice trade.
Melaka was then an important and rich international entrepot,
serving two continents, the east and the west.

The Portuguese sei foot on l,4elaka in 1511. Alter the
invasjon, the Portuguese consolidated lheir position in
Melaka by building a lort called A' Famosa at the foot of what
is now St. Paul hill. Within the fort; otfices, civic, residential
and religious buildings were built separated from the locals
and traders, in the exact pattern laid oul during the Sullanate
era. Later, a massive wall with many baslions was
constructed, hence lortified the whole town and by the year
1548, l\,4elaka became a complete'walled city'similar to most
of the Medieval cities in Europe.

Outside the wall, cellular arrangemenls of three residenlial
suburbs that existed during the Sultanate were maintained.
During this period Melaka was introduced to a European
sense of lown planning with houses laid out in an orderly
lashion along narrow streets wiih proper drainage systems.
The Portuguese era saw the development of suburbs
namely Upeh (presently Tengkera), Banda Hilir and Sabak.

MELAKA CITY IMAGE 50



Dutch engraving of Christ Church

The Dutch Settlement (1641-1824)

The Dutch took over lvelaka in 1641 alter months of heavy
bombardment, which destroyed most ot the buildings in the
town. Under Dutch administration, public facilities for ihe city
greatly improved. They built more civic buildings and an
administrative centre, but the most significant contribution to
city planning was the introduction of public spaces and a town
square, surrounded by fine and decorated Dutch architecture
such as the Stadthuys and Secretariat Building as well as the
Christ Church. Although the urban morphology was similar to
that left by the Portuguese it was during the Dutch period that
the present day street pattern took shape.

Unlike the Portuguese that concentrated on construction of the
fort and churches, the Dutch built administrative buildings as
well as comfortable brick houses outside the confinements of
the fort; houses that are long and narrow with covered
verandah-ways with a blend of Chinese influence. The Dutch
introduced laws and regulaiions to control the relationship
between buildings and streets.

During the Dutch period, Melaka underwent a transformation
from a busy port town to a residential and garrison town. The
Dutch occupation of lvlelaka provided another overlay of city
planning that maintained the urban pattern but with their
distinctive architectural trademark.

The Dutch square during Brilish era - Addition oi clock
tower and a fountain that remained unlil today.

Pedesl an bridge spanning across lhe river constructed
during lhe British ela-



The British Administration (1824-1957)

Although the British took over Melaka briefly from 1775 to
'1818 on a temporary basis, the Anglo-Dutch treaty in 1824
sealed the late of Melaka after it was exchanged for
Bencoolen (present Bengkulu), a British trading posl in

Sumatra. During their briel stint in 1807 the British ordered
the destruction ol the l,4elaka fort to avoid future threats to
British inlerest in Penang and Singapore. The removal ol lhe
lort changed Melaka's'walled city image'to a more sublle
transition from the town centre and lhe suburbs.

During the British colonial period, Melaka played the
supporting role lo Singapore, the new and upcomlng
entrepot of the British. The British built over 320 km of road
around l\4elaka's hinterland and encouraged agriculture lo
support Melaka's economy. Reclamalion took place in 1921
and the reclaimed area was turned into a'padang'(open
field) which acled as lhe new town square. A clubhouse was
constructed opposite the new town square as well as other
administrative buildings such as the post oflice, police
station, museum, municipal office, courthouse and the
Public Works Department. The administrative core during
this period shifted around the'Padang'but the rest of the
town was maintained as it was during the Dutch occupatjon.

Post lndependence Melaka (1957 - present)

Malaysia gained independence lrom British colonial rule on
August 31st, 1957. Since then the Federal Government,
based in Kuala Lumpur, has made a lot of etfort in capturing
l\,4elaka's glorious past.

Post independence Melaka saw the growth ol commercial
areas and new setllements in the city centre and the suburbs
beyond. Furlher reclamation was made in '1971 which
changed the city's composition and the Melaka skyline
drastically. Melakas hisloric core is now sandwiched
between the newly developed commercial centres and
modern residential houses. Urban developments that occur
changed the image ol a coastal port town and altered the
elhnic composition of Melaka.

The State Governmenl has accelerated the pace ol
economic development of lvlelaka by encouraging industry,
agriculture and most importantly, promoting Melaka as a
major lourist destination. The historic core has now been
declared as the centre for art and culture and saw the major
shift of government adminlstration to Ayer Keroh, the new
gateway to the historic city.

With its colourful history, Melaka is a unique and vibrant city
wjlh many relics ol the past. Acknowledging the importance
ol its hislorical context and herilage, l\/elaka was proclaimed
as 'A Historical City'on April 15th, 1989.

MELAKA CITY IMAGE



irl

't. Dutch Architecturg-Hareen House
Functional wiih decorative gable end.

2. Early Shophouse (1870-1880)

Modest in scale and design.
3. Strait Eclectic (1900-1940)
Chinese decoration to the
Dutch slyle houses.

4. A Deco style ( 1930-1960)
Modern variation of the
shophouses.

Architectural History
Ethnic lnfluences
Underlying designs of urban development were initially
based on ethnic influences. Each cultural element of
the city possesses a unique style and interpretation of
the built iorm. Residential and commercial dwellings
originate from religious structures adding their own
specific requjrements and modifying adaptable
elements. The city has a built representation of the
progression of ethnically inspired layouts and designs.
Radiating from houses of worship, shop houses, civic
buildings and personal spaces, the influence would
continue into the future.

5. Kampung Hulu Mosque
lrosques in Melakaare unique and buili in a style not
taceable dnywhere else in lhe country. The[ unrque
architectural style is believed lo be ot Sumalran
origin. The Kampung Hulu Mosque thal was built in
172a is believed to be lhe oldesl mosque in this

6. Cheng Hoon Teng Temple
Built in 1646, Cheng Hoon Teng tempie is th€ o dest
Chinese iemple in the country. Ornately decorated,
this temple was built by craltsmen ard mat,ora
directly imporled fron China; il represenis the
Chinese art and crafl herilags. Resloraton works
that was cafiied oul recently enhanced the visual
quality of this lemple.

7. Sri Poyyatha Vinayagar Moortl temple
The Sri Poyyatha Vinayagar lvoorti lemple
represents the jmporlance olthe Hindu community in
the city. Built dudng the turn ot the previous century
on a piece of land given by the Dulch, lhe lemple is

now run by lhe Chitty communily.
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Weslern Influences
Form lollowed needs which led to two types ol early
weslern influences, administrative and religious needs of
the communiiy within the city. This resulted in these two
needs best represented and interconnected wilh one
another. The historic core of the cily is greatly influenced by
the western style of town planning, although extremely
useful during il's'timeframe, it could not cope with modern
demands. Pressures of housing and business spaces have
led to usage such as planned townships and commercial
complexes. Western influences are slill required jn the
formation of the city as beneficlal ideals are always
ncorporated into any urban planning.
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Graha l,4alu near Ja an Hang Tuah



Melaka Today
Symbiosis between the old and new is one way to

describe the current city. Adaptive reuse of heritage and

mature sites are being carried out with great efiect.

Modernisation has crept into the urban services,

structural design, city administration and other urban ele-

ments. The city has come to realise that be accepting

modernisation, the city would be able to have a

sustainable growth because of the efficiency and quality

that current methods of human endeavours are able to
provide. Good planning in the placement of new

development sites and structures comptement the
placement of previous sites and structures creating an

interesting visual panorama. The city is expanding its'

health, educational, social and recreational elements to

cope with lncreasing demand from residents and visitors.

ln terms of land scarcity within the inner city, new
planning and development grows outwards following

development corridors mapped out by the State

Governmenl. Land reclamation off the coast is also an

avenue that increases the available land in the citv.
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Melaka Tomorrow
A living museum with excellent infrasiructure and a community that
is harmonious and ideal is seen an attainable goal. The city has

laid down the loundation to achieve ihat and more. Utilizing its

historical global reach, lvlelaka is attempting to regain prominence

by developing different resources other than tourism as an

economic and development generator. Fmphasis is placed on

developing lhe miridset and education of its residents to be a
global citizen. The background for achieving global prominence

has been proven and it would be a matter of time belore Melaka is

once again a major crossroads ol the East and West.
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Rege

l,4elaka city is constantly adapting and developing to
rneet the requirement demanded of it in terms ol
services and needs. Visllors have always been a
drivjng force behind ihe growth of the city. From
traders and scholars to ihe rnodern day tourist, the
city has strived to meet their requlrements. The
legacy of commercial and residential
neighbourhoods is beng upgraded and expanded
into new areas. l\,4ore mature areas of the city are
being placed under jnto zones such as conservat on
and commercial, having their own set of policies
and guidelines that govern ther development.
Distinct neighbourhood are given a new lease of life
and new neighbourhoods have sprung up to meet
wiih excess demand-

Begeneraiion alonq Ja an Hang Tuah
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Urban design
Pedestrian walkways, sgnage and landscaping are the most
visuaLJorms of changes in urban design. The objective of urban
design is to provide an increased evel in comfod, safety and
usage. The handicapped and the elderly are slowly increasing
their rights with regards to public amenities but there ls still
room lor vast improvement. Aesthetic is an extremely malor part
oi the city image with visual appearance a major contributor.
The inclusion of representative elements of l\,4alaysia s heritage
is included in the overall urban design. Not only imited to pub-
lic amenities, neighbourhoods and bu ldjngs are also part of the
overall city form that is constant y being enhanced.
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Sculpiure and water founialn as
Part ol slreet furnlture.
Soft and hard landscaping in the
deslgn ol pedeskian mall.
Pub ic telephone as part ol streei
iurn lure design,
Shaded pedestrian neiwork with
lush vegetalion.
Seating area and duslb n n a wel
demarcated area lo maintain
clean and friendly environment.
Bolards and streel lighiings 10

demarcate p€destrian area from
veh cu ar movenrent.
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Hang Tuah l\4a I - an effort to creale a pedestrjan
friend y cly
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Traditiona design elemenls being incorperated into
ihe design ol the cty's kiosk.

Pedestrian bridge wllh lraditiona design elements act as the gaieway to
the city.

HANG TUAH
MAI.I.

MEI,AKA

6
?r//elri4i1o

TO

A



w1l
Business
Jalan Hang Tuah

A niain thoroughfare that leads out oi the city is now an area of

retail shops and heritage sites. Mixed office space and the city's

transpod hub are located here and also by being close to the
Kubu Stadium, pedeslrian traffic in this centre is high. Urban

regeh;ratioii has tranlformed the area into a pedestrian mall.
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[4ahkola Parade lmportant shopping deslinalon with]n [,4ahkota
l,4elaka walerhont deve opment

Mahkota Melaka Waterf ront
A sel contained integrated development located at the
south of lhe cliy. lt is the new recreatlofal and commerc al
hub. The desgn and lmage of this neighbourhood is a
symbiosis of the past cultural hertage lnfused wlth
modern cieas The usage oi land elements combned

\,/ th vateriront activities make thls neghbourhood a
sho\,,'case of the nerr',' d rection oi the city more
progressve. encompassng new deas and technology
!/hl e retaining the cu iura and heritage foundat ons.
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Heritage Gentres
A city is a'llving museum', a testimony of human enterprise and achievement. Relics of the
past, buildings and people rnanifest an unwritten journey oi a city and reflect ihe city image.
ln addition, they help people identity wilh their city and cultural heritage. Cultural heritage
represents the relationship between t\,4an and Environment, and also between l\lan and Man.
While the built heritage is priceless, a city also possesses a living heritage that is embodied
in the arts, cullure and natural hedtage whjch are an integral part of the city.

lvelaka city is an example of such a city where the development ot the city is centred on the
preservation of rich cullural, natural and built herilage. A comprehensive conservation and
preservation master plan was establjshed io identify areas of concern and represent the
agenda for the future. Laws and regulations proteci the city's heritage for future generations
and are essential in creating a cohesive historic clty'image.



Zone 1 r"4ain Consewaton and Preservat on Preservalion of Facades and Conlrolol

zone 2 Bliler zone (Preserualon oi TladiuonalFacades and Helght Conlro) visia

t ;..
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Conservation ol Built Heritage

The legacy of the historic buildings in l\/lelaka forms pad of the
city's principal attraction. Constructed over ihe past 400 years,
these buildings are testlmony to the rise and fall oi not only a city
but of ernpires. The collectlon of historic buildings also represents
the different cultural and religious influences that forrn ihe rich
cultural mix in l,4elaka today. Conservation and preservation are
lntegral components of urban design and for the case of l\,4elaka;

the primary component. Conservation is not only concentrated on
preserving the original character of individual buildings but covers
the overall character of the old N,4elaka cily. This includes
protecting the hlstorlc areas from the forces of development,
introducing laws and guidelines as well as the physical etfort of
refurbjshing the historic buildings to their original state. lnputs
irom the local residents and council are used to formulate the
lVelaka Historical Action Plan to periodically target speclc
neighbourhoods from time to time. This action plan focuses on
guidelines for specific sites and differs from neighbourhood lo
neighbourhood.

I\,1ELAKA CITY II$AG E



Conservation of the Historic Core around
St. Paul Hill

This historic core area around Si Pa! Hr has a,..a,vs beef llelaias
centre of administration. Si. Pau H s'..hefe:ie:ra::zace ci ihe
Melaka Sulanate y/as buit. Laier ihe PcdL:lese. Di:.i a'd Br:st
followed su t, iheir adrnlnlstratjve buic nls .'.e-e a aaa:aa a'.-^: :i s

hil. The scene around St. Pau Hiil ioda'/ r3a'aae':-i :_: a aas: a. €a: c'
of co onialcivic arch tectlrre in Ma ays a ard n Easi As a Ta a-9.":.: i.e
e'lonr lo corse'\e I1e p clure5q-e qLar i/ o; -:(:.::a::. -: aa _ c'_'a
city has now turned inlo the cjlys cuturai hub. ilsiorc b, c.gs a:e
restored cose to ils origina state and converied nro airb c m!seums.
This s part of the conservalion strategy oi adapi /e reise :o a c.. lhe
public and vlslors lo experience the glo'ioJS a:chiec:-fs c':le !as1
From an economc point of vew. the corser.a:cn a-o 3re3:_.a: c:'r ai
these built heritages has promoted tourlsm I '.le a<a.

1. A' Famosa
Thls ls perhaps lhe mosl lamous landmark in the cily. Built by
iire Porluguese in 1511, lhe tort endured lhe most selere
bombardrnents and attacks by the Duich armada. The fort !ras
systemaiica ly dismanted and destroyed d!rlng the brei Brtish
cer od in [4elaka Pans oi the entrance io lhe lort that rerna ned
t!!aj, ior.n one of lhe mosl powedul images of Me aka.

2, St. Paul chu rch
i ;as c:gra y a chapel buit in 1521 by lhe Porluguese. ln
l5a6 a renovalon look place and lhe completed chLrrch was
ca ed AnnLrnciaton Church. t was later renamed St. Paul
Church dLnng the Dulch occupa|on. The ruins oi the church
rlere restored and beauliiied and became a museur. oblect by
tsa' dspayng stone lab ets and remembrances of the
PciLrguese era. Aro!nd the ch!rch,lhere stand 5 Dulch and 33
3:ish gra!€yards some datjng back lo the iTlh Century.

3, The lvlalacca Clubhouse
S:a_: i_c ai the ioot oi St. Pau H ll, the building was built by the
3r: sir ii 1912 as the c ublrouse for lhe Malacca Club facing the
is:orc Padang Pahawan. The cubhouse building was
can\erted nlo a Froclan-rat on oi lndependence Memoria hall
io remember lhe proclamaton of ndependence in 1957.

4, S!ltan [,4ansur Shah Palace
A f.3 ca cl Su lan l,4ansur Shah palace was completed in 1984
a:ri t represefis lhe splendour ol Maay civilisation and
a-c. i3ci.rre. The design is based on ihe d€scriptrons made by
TJr Srj La.ang n ihe MalayAnnas (crca 1500s). ltgivesan
insigiri to the grealness of ihe Melaka Sultanate.

5. Bastion House
T.o, o q n",orirdL rgBr ' h"ra r1938 r\^.-useo..
ihe headquarler lor Dunop, a prvalely or,!ned company
ccfiro lng the rubber indusiry.

;:j -::'.,
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6.The Stadthuys
Siadihuys is beljeved io be lhe lrst
buLding constructed by the Dutch in the
1650s and iunciioned as lhe Dutch
administralive centre and the Governor's
residence. PreseNed in iis original
struciure and form, it is the finest example
oi Duich civic archileciLrre and panfing
prncjples. lvaior resloralion works look
place n recent years and the works were
comp eted ln 1992. Currently lt was placed
under lhe raanagement oi lMelaka Museum
Body (PERZllvl).

T"Christ Church
Together wllh the Sladhuys, they create the
Dutch square and demonstrate Duich iown
plannino prjnciples. Bullt in 1753, the
church s lhe prodlct of Duch archjleciural
lngenuity al ts'best. The iagade lac ng ihe
square is bo d and well deial ed, typical ol
Dutch arch lecture, F ne delails such as the
pe,,!s and ceiing beams can be seen ln the
nleror, vrhich were construcled wthoul
nais. Oiher details include detalled brass
works stone works and stain-ad glass

8.Post Ollice
Constructed by the Dutch, it lormed pad ol
the Duich square in addilion to the
Sladlhuys. The Post ofiice bullding was
orig:naly a single storey buiding and was
Later renovated by the English around the
1920s inio a double storey buidng to
accommodale lhe lelegraph depadment.

9.Dutch Official's Flesidence
These are two prominent holrses
constrLrcted ior Dutch officials during the
D!1ch adrainistraton. ll s ocaled on lhe
higher gro!nd and held a commandlng v ew
beyond the wa I oi the fort over lhe Strajts
of l4elaka ]i was renovaied durng lhe
Brllsh co onlal era in lhe Strails ececiic
siyie and laier occupied by lhe Peranakan
Chlnese.

'1 0.Governor's Residence
The buildng u/as blilt and used as the
otiicial oif ce and residence for the
Governor durlnq lhe Dutch occLpaiion in
lhe 17ih Cenlury. The resldence conlnued
lo Serve ts puDose durinq the Britjsh rules
and even after lndependence. Only
recenty. atler the offical residence ol the
Tuan Yarg Terutama relocaled io the new
adn,nsiralive cenlre in Ayer Keroh, ihe
bu dng was restored and converred into
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11. Old Melaka Museum
Btr lt during lhe Dutch era, lhis bu lding serued as the
house for the offic as untilthe Britsh era. lt was ater
used as museum in 1956 unlil 1982.

12. lnto-craft Building
This buiding was oiginally built dLrng Dutch perod
but was later renovaied by the British in arl deco slyle
of architecture, Cufienily used as the lnto-crafl cenlre
as part oi the museurr1 complex.

Another issue of conseryation around St. Paul Hill is the preservation of view
from the top of the hill towards the Straits oi l\,4alacca. ln the past, one could
have a clear view of the sea from the hilltop and vice versa. Reclamation of
the sea front that took place in recent years has shifted the shore line further
from the foot of the hiil, hence altering the scenic view of the Straits.





Good transportation systems are one of the major
components of any settlement as it Inks all the activities
withln the city. Urban inks represent accessibllity to
places of worship, work, recreation, shops and
educational centres. lt creates opportun ty for interaction
and promoting unity and relalionships among the
residents. Without good transportatlon inks there \/ill be
less economic activities, therefore the less lively the clty
becomes. Urban links to a city are lke the network ol
veins ln our body allowng blood io llow to the various
organs in oLrr system. l\,4elaka city centre is accessible
from all directions and even frorn cross border
destination. lntegration of water, air and road transport is
highly comprehensive io service induslrial employ-oes.
touism and traders wiihin the city. The Federal trunk
road provides access along the coasiline, connecting
bordering states and points of interest along the route.
Within the city however, the traif ic is str ctly managed to
m n mlse
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Roads and Highways
Other than water links, the city is highly accessible by road via
the North-South Highway and Federaltrunk roads. As the city
centre expanded, the steady influx ol cars intensified traffic
congestion which has become a major problem as most cities
have to face. ln l\lelaka the situation is worsened by the
existence oi narrow and winding roads of the old pari of the
city and ihe unpredictable influx of transient vehicles. Outside
the historic core, new roads are wide and efficient enough to
ofier a faster alternative route for trallic. The transport node is

located near the business district along Jalan Hang Tuah -

Jalan Graha Maju iust outside the historic core provides bus
and taxi services to varlous pad of the city.

r. I
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Newroadandbridses-JaransyedAbdurAziz BOatS and Fgf fieS
As in the past llelaka is highly accessible by sea and
continues to provide docking facilities for ferries and boats
along the Straits of Malacca. Regular ferry services to Dumai
in lndonesia as well as boats to Pulau Upeh and Pulau Besar
are provided from the lVelaka jetty. River cruises along l\lelaka
River ls another aiternative mode of transpoft for visitors. The
river is also an artery which ls used by fishermen.

(..



An analysis of success or fa lure oi a cliy cannoi be
judged ln purely aesthetical values or iinancia ter..s.
Ultimately it must be assessed through ihe qua ty oi
life of its inhabtants whom the ciiy musi serve. The
Cily cent'e represe-ts tle n ooe oJ ee-r ng. iccnor!
and civilisation oi a city. lt ref ects sociaL development
oi a city, \,!here its nhabltants ive and nteract through
shopping, learning working and recreating. One of the
most mportanl aspects in the p ann ng oi ft4elaka c ty
is the provis on of'socialjustice. Th s nc udes the
provlsion oi various hous ng and social iac ities for a I

income groups and conserving social and c!tural
structure of the ethnic groups that forms ihe iabric of
the city. Melaka ls one of the besl exarnples of a
lvalaysian cilies that manages to strike a i ne balance
between conservalion of exisijng culture and the urge
towards modernisalion and globalsatlon. The result is
a city that is rlch in variely where the spirit oi tolerance
and sensitivity ives on.

Modern housing development - Taman Muzaffar Height





of the Ethnic Village
l\,4elaka traditional l,/lalay houses are unique compared to
others in the peninsular. Built of hardwood timber, these
houses are richly decorated with wood carvings and
sometimes with brightly pajnted colours. Their special features
however, is the beautifully decorated concrete staircase with
glazed ceramic tiles mostly of Chinese influence.

Kampung Morten
Kampung Morten is one of the Malay villages left in the heart
of the city. lt was named after an English officer F.J. l\,,lorten
and its history stretches back to the British Land Reform Act in
1920. The houses were arranged in an orderly manner, still
possess the beauty and charm of a traditional Malay village in
an urban setting. Kampung l\,4orten was planned with a main
access road along the perimeter thus creating a scenic route
that interacts with the l\/elaka River. Planned as the vehicular
access, this scenic road also tunction as the main pedestrian
promenade. Other villages such as'Kampung Bukit Palah'and
'Kampung Ku Sayang' are other examples of the Malay village
that still maintain the beauty and charm of traditional village
character and architechrre.



Ho!se a ong K ebang beach
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Tradiiional l\,4alay vi lage in Xampun! Ku Sayang
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The Old Town
The old town or referred to as the Dutch village and is a
testimony of the tradiiion of city livlng in Melaka where the
lifesiyle is closey connected to history. Buit along narrow
streets these'doll house like characteristics still function as
city dwellings to the present day.

This quarier rellects the planning principle of irustworthy and
credible where beside houses it contains shops of various
lrades, community hall, places of worship, courtyards and
other city functions. These historic city dwellings st ll rnainlain
its cheeful colours and liveliness as well as providing comfori
and safety ior its inhabitants.

f



The Portuguese Square
The Portuguese were a major influence in the shaping of
Melaka. They were the first to introduce urbanization in the
weslern sense to the city. The remnants of their prowess still
can be seen today by the A' Famosa. More impoftant than
edifces, the Portuguese introduced a hardworking and
exemplary community as part of the nation's society. There
has been a sirong and continuous representation oi this
culture at the Portuguese sett ement which is sliuated
towards the east of the city. Within that settlement the square
acts as a formal courtyard where as with other towns and
cities in Portugal acl as the focal point for the community.

It ..t ! ,!rrl
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The Poaruguese Square
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Affordable Housing
Development brings about numerous benefits in

terms of the economy, industry and agriculiure.
These benefits are extremely evident, includlng
housing and facillties lor the low- income group.
Urbanisation has seen many of the tradiional
vlllage communities within the city housed into a
more modern aparlment blocks. This type oi
affordable houslng provides the basic comfod and
amenities such as electriclty, clean water, sanitat on
and recreational spaces for the community.

Ly designed for the low-income group,,,
dable housing schemes are aided by the -

State and Fed-era Government as a mean to
provide a more aflordable and conducive living
environment.
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ln the last twenty years, ihe c ty has wltnessed the growth oi a
modern clty iving environmeni. Condomin ums and holiday
apaftments dorninate the city skyine and along the city's
waterlront. The holiday ifestyle is associated to the growing
economic staius ol the inhabitants and the increas ng demand
for cjly dwel ings. High-rise iving usualy includes shared
facilities such as security, swimmrng pool tennjs courts.
playground and recreational faci ities exc usive for the res dents.
This type of dwelling var es from the medium c ass apartn'rents
to the more luxurious condomlnium located at the strategic
location with commanding view oi the cily and the surrounding
landscape.

$r

High-rise Living
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Planned Townships
lncreasing demand ln better quaity housing that ofier
rnodern facilities and living condition has led io ihe
development of planned townships. Planned iownship s

seen as a way forward ior the ciiy to accommodate the
advancement of modern ifestyles whist ma ntainiirg ihe
bulk of the city heritage. Newly p anned io!,.,nsh ps are
ocated away lrom ihe city centre and of{er a quieier
retreat from the busy clty llle ma nly ln the Ayer Keroh
corridor - Taman Mudzalfar Height, Ozana and Taman
Tasik Ljtama are some oi the examp e oi the p anned
townshlps that have been developed. lvlost tolvnshjps
combine lerrace houses, bungalows. sem -detached
houses and apartments. ln add tlon to residentjal un ts.
basic amenities such as schoos, shops and parks are
provided as part of the township together wiih
recreational facilities such as children s playground, club
facilities and securiiy lor the occupants within the
compound. Planned townsh ps offer a better choice oi
resjdence ior some people as services and lnfrastructure
are well provided ior.

* --:
I

Schoo s - an essenlia component of new townshjp
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Covered drainaqe syslem al Ozana Counlry ResoriLandscape and playground wiihjn the planned hous ng area
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Planning Department
Operating under the Ministry of Housing and Local Governmenl, The Federal Department ol Town and Country Planning is

the overall planning agency responsible ior proper planning of the use, development and conservation of land in Peninsular
N4alaysia. Working with the National Loca Government Council (MNKT) and State Planning Councll, the department is

responslble in translating the socio-economic objectives and development policies into physical planning and formulating
various planning guidelines for urban facillties and envlronmental quality in l\,4alaysian citjes. The State authority assumes

responsibility for the planning of land use ancl the developmeni of land within the Siate. To facilitate this, development is

guided by the State Structure Plan. lt provldes the instrument which proper land use planning is achieved tor the physical

spatial harmony of the State. Working in tandem with this department, city and state authorities use guidelines and policies

that are streamlined throuqhout the country.
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Urban Ecology
Management
The ecology of Melaka is influenced by the tides and
bodies ot water. Flood management is used as a tool in
prevention of iver overflowing, Dry spells are alleviated with
structured drought management approaches. Other than
preventive steps, proactive steps of utilizing the ecology are
enhanced. Properly managed areas utilize available
resources efficiently. The coastline that borders all the
states faces different pressures ol industry, natural
elements and residents. Land reclamaiion is an integral part
ot coastal development and is managed accordingly by not
only the local authorities but by a federally mandated
department. The current coastline has expanded some 300
meters over a period of 50 years; this figure would be
increased as the city qrows.
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Proleclion of cosiline along Klebang beach



Protectjon oJ riverbank as iood prevenl on nTeasure and avo:d.g eroson

I

Protection ot coast ine along K ebang beach
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One oi the characteristics oi a clean clty is free
from air and water pollution. lmproper urban
development and management will result in
degradation of the environmental quality. Proper
legislation such as the Envlronmental Quality Act
1974 and 1987 for example is necessary to
regulate and control the environmental quality of
cities. The development of technology in the fjeld of
pollution management should be put in use to
ensure safer and cleaner water and air for the city.
ln Melaka this technology can be seen in the
utilisation of modern sewerage treatment plants
that is concealed in a small and enclosed
operation. This new breed ol treatment plants treat
raw sewerage more etficiently and utilise a much
srnaller plot of land besides being more pleasing
visually and environmentally, Air pollution in the city
is kept to a saie level by reducing cars and
introducing more greenery and trees that act as
natural pollution filters for the city.

Management Ui sailon of modern IechnoLogy in pollution managemenl
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A compaci and €nviromenta I fiend y lrealment plani ior city cenlre



Solid Waste
Management

A clean city image demands an efficient way to rnanage
and dlspose solid waste that is generated by the city
dwel ers. ln order to manage the solid waste rnore
effic ently, a specia st consortium Southern Waste
Managenrent Sdn. Bhd. was glven the responsibility of
keep ng the city clean. The concept of 3R's- Recycle,
Reuse and Reduction - the backbone of the solid waste
rnanagement is practiced in Melaka city besides
educat onal approaches that create awareness among the
cltzens about the lmportance ol keeping the city
envronment cean. Routine comrnunity involvement in
cleanlng acljvities gotong-royong' is a weekly event in
ivleaka and demonsirates a high level of community
understanding and consciousness aboul cleanliness.

MELAKA CITY IMAGE
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Soulhern Wasie Management Sdn. Bhd. providing 24 hour seruice to keep lhe lmage of'Clean Clty'



Traffic System
Management
ln order to make the city pedeslrian friendly and io reduce pollution
levels, a lot of etfort is given to discourage cars into the city. Many roads
are made inaccessible for cars. and lhe ntroduction of one-way trafllc
systems. Provid ng car parks at strategic locations lnked by pedestrian
streets is another strategy adopted by the council n limiting vehjc es nto
the historic core. Traffic lights along major arteries are equjpped with
timers, to show users the
length of stop and go i ghts,

lntelligent and user friendly iraffic managemeni.



Management
Pedestrian and green networks allows for a moTe friendly and Leisurely
movemeni wilhin the clty. These networks connect points of interest and
tratfic nodes which reduce conlLicts between pedestrians and vehicles. To
absorb the pjcturesque quality of the architecture and scenery in lVelaka,
pedestrians are allowed to move freely wjthin the citys historc core by
limlting traffic. Pedestrian frlend y development such as the Hang Tuah
l\lal , encompasses consiruction and installation ol kosks, lamp posts,
decorative pots, greenery landscape and tradjtional adven sing panels. Lt

involves the construction and upgrading of the pedestrian wa k irort Jaian
Hang Tuah to Jalan N,4unshi Abdullah, covering a d stance of 760 metres.
It is simllarly developed along the Bintang Walk concepl in KuaLa Lumpur.

r Trees and landscape are featured a ong the pedestrian street. This adds
pleasure to the promenading activ ties in l,4elaka
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Conservation of Natural Heritage

;..:'l'::"*,.



St. Paul Hill (left) and Bukit Seniuang (above)two historical hllls
rich wlth green and buill herilage.

Greenery, Parks and Open Spaces
As with buildings and structures that demarcate the
cjty, parks and open spaces should be recognised as
city landmarks and form part of the city image.

Bukit Cina and Bukit Senjuang are two historical sites
preserved as the main green lungs for the city. These
hills are lush in vegetation, with mature trees and
these act as a backdrop for the city's picturesque
scenery. Many trees in Melaka has witnessed the
chanqes experienced by the city. They form part of
l\,4elaka's natural heritage and maintain the green city
image. Current conservation laws protect these trees
from being damaged and destroyed by new
development.

MELAKA CITY IMAGE



Melaka River

As in the past, the river is still used as the main artery
through the city. Fishermen and river cruises are some of
the many attractlons, moving up and down the waterway
that was once pu sating with activities. Growing awareness
oi the rlvers importance has led to restaurants and shops
being reoriented to face the river. River walks, which are
available along certain stretches and pedestrian bridqes
crossing the river ofJer rare glimpses of the river's potentlal
and contribution towards clty image. Although cleanjng will
not be an easy task, maintaining the water way and its
inherent beauty wlll be an ultimate test for the new
generation of an environmentally conscious society.



Sea and Beaches

Facing the Straits of Malacca, lvlelaka has the coastal
cily jmage. ln the past, the city has always maintained a
close relationship with the sea. Blessed with long sandy
beaches that are accessible at all times, sea and
beaches are a cenlre for social activities and water
sports. Coastal roads present a picturesque image oi the
city set agajnst the Stralts of l,4elaka. Sensitive water
front development and beautification of the coastline is
being carried out to preserve the citys natura heritage
and enhance the Melaka coastal c ty irnage.

Promenade a.i recreai onat aclv ites along the Ktebang beach.
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Gonservation Law and Guidelines
Preservation and Conservation of Cultural Heritage
Enactment 1988

Acknowledging the city's imporlance, the historical context, and
its cullural signilicance, a conservation law solely for the Melaka
state, l\,4elaka State Government Gazette (Warta Karajaan Negeri
Melaka), Preservation and Conservation of Cullural Herilage
Enactment 1988 was established and its p mary function is to
protect the built and cultural heritage (including eihnographic,
work of arts, manuscripts, coins etc) so as to retain their
significance, which lncludes maintenance, restoration, and
adaptive reuse of historical relics.

Although it covers the whole state of l\,4elaka, the Melaka city was
given special emphasis and consideration. A conservation
master plan and conservation zone was established in protecting
the historic quarlers and under the enactment, ihe local council
was given lull authority in approving and setting conditions for
works to be carried out to the listed built heritage or any new or
renovation works to be carried out within the conservation zone.
An appointed conservalion committee was formed under the
enactment as advisor to the state government periaining issues
of conseryation and preservation. A Conservation and
Preservation Fund was set up by the State Authority and backed
by the Federal Government to be used towards preserving and
maintaining local heritage, acquiring any cultural heritage of
exceptional importance and organising campaigns lor the
general public. The lund was also allocated as a grant to
privately owned cultural heritage for conservation purposes and
tax exemption.

The Town and Country Planning Act 1976 (Act 172)
Tree Preservation Order.

This act empowers the local planning authority to issue tree
preservation order which prohibits the cutting of any
particular tree or lrees unless with the written permission of the
local planninq authority.

MENURUT AKTA PERANCANAAN

so'lornl;iiA'trin,'bii, iiiis$r. 't,
PfiKliTIil'IIDAI(BOIEII

BENTUKSEKAU



/Y/;
..'n

Conservation Guidelines and Begulation

The Melaka Historical City Municipal Council (MPMBB)
is in the process ol preparing comprehensive
guidelines and regulaiions for the city to maintain the
city image and its historic value. The guideline is aimed
to provide:

- General guidelines in preserving the streetscape
quality and urban context of the hisioric city with high
cultural signif icance.
- Special guidelines for specitic historical buildings.
This includes detail design brieis for maintenance,
restoration, reconstruction and adaptation of these
important historical buildings and relics.
- Controlling guidelines for new infill development in
the conservation zones (historic core) wilh regard to its
context and visual quality.
- Guidelines for building use, suitable for locality and
the overall context.
- Guidelines for the improvement of visual quality
which covers building maintenance, colour, signage
and facades treatment,
- Guidelines for improvement of circulation systems
and movement within the city.
- l\,4anagement guidelines for maintaining and
conserving buildings within the conservation areas.
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Appendices
1.0 The Philosophy behind the Total Planning and Development Doctrine

1.1 Relationship between Man and the Creator

Due consideration and respect to the Creator must be maintained and incorporated into any human undertaking. ln
addition, the continuous cultivation and strengthenjng belief of man and his Creator must be upheld within the context of
development. Hence, the planning principles embrace this strong relationship to the highest degree and transform it to the
physical e ements that shape a c ty.

1.2 Relationship between Man and Man

Man and society forms the driving force behind every development that takes place. Development evolved from the needs
of man as an individual and man as a social being to complement his existence. lndividuals living in communal spaces form
societies that are moulded to form communities. This \^/ill eventually form the basis of a city. A city, thus, provides
meaningful existence to its citizens through the fostering of interaction among individuals from all levels of society.

1.3 Relationship between Man and the Environment

The environment is not owned but merely borrowed from future generations. As the current caretakers of this priceless
resource, man has the responsibility to maintain, preserve and enhance his surroundings. Structures are built according to
acceptable guidelines and incorporated into the environment of a particular area. Proper assessment and evaluation are
conducted to ensure a holistic approach to any form of development. Hence, a physical structure signifies the beginning of
total planninq and developmeni.

1.4 Concepts and Philosophies

The Total Planning and Development Doctrine is translated and implemented through five characteristics which in turn
benefits the residents and cities.

1.4.1 Comprehensiveness

All values, be it moral, spiritual, physical or material have to be addressed. Nonjunctional if segregated or individualized,
these values are essential to ensure the sustainability and well-being of all planning and development achievements.

'1.4.2 Man as the Focus of Development

It is important to strike a balance between people's basic needs and nature's capacity in sustaining them. As such, policies
need to be formulated and activities planned and developed accordingly io maintain a healthy environrnent for citizens.
Formulation of policies and plannlng and development activities will have to embrace the needs, attitudes and aspirations
of people within the boundaries of the environment.

1.4.3 Multi-Dimensional Activities

Within the sphere of proper planning and development, every aspect of the way of living and its related activities will have
to be taken into serious consideration. Through such holistic planning and development coupled with the provision of
equitable solutions, a fair development model will materialise.

1.4.4 Quantitative and Oualitative Changes

Quantitative and qualitative changes are results of development. Well"balanced planning and development will result in
changes that represent man's appreciation of to the Creator.



1.4.5 Equiiable Utilisation and Distribution ot Besources

This doctrine emphasises the optimum and wise usage of resources in preventing wastage. Based on the concepts of
justice and equality, rnan is provided with an equitable disiribution of all available natural resources.

1.5 State and National Policies

Melaka has sei the strategic goal of becoming a developed city-state by the year 2010. Economic factors are taken into
consideration and they are resources aTe being diversified in order to have a more sustainable local economy. Tourism is
being diversified into niche products such as wellness, agricultural and heritage tourism. Education is also a main ihrust of
the state with policies set to make the city and the state as a whole an education centre. ln terms of heritage, the city is
aiming for a listing on the UNESCO World Heritage List. The built and social heritage that the clty possesses would be more
sustainable and able to become an important source of pride and economy for the city.

l\,4elaka State is aiming to create a'City State'with balanced developmentj to excel in industry and tourism and ensuring the
development of districts and the state are in line with global development. l\,4elaka city is located in the l\,4elaka Central
District, which is one of the three administratlve districts governed by the State of lvelaka. Among the main City State
Policies are:

- To distribute facilities, ul lities, and job opportunities evenly to all areas within the Siate
- To avoid overcrowding and lo dislribute development pressure from over developed areas
- Complementary developrnent among lhe different economic sectors for optimum growth
- Protection of ecology and environment for sustainable growth

rThe Melaka State Structure Plan ls a comprehensive development plan ihat covers the three districts in detail and
underlines the Staie policies and slrategic proposals for development, land use and social economic growih. lVelaka city
together with Ayer Keroh is targeted to becorne the urban centre, administrative centre and the development centre for the
State of Melaka.

At the national level, a Nationa Physical Plan is formulated towards the achievement oi sustainable development in the
country. The plan is long-term and indicates broad Government outlines needed for the physical development of ihe
country, The Plan is reviewed every iive years and in tandem with the review of the National Five Year Development Plans.
Built on the ioundations ol the socio-economic needs oi the country, the Plan also provides a framework for the revjslon and
jmplementation of local development plans.

Among other policies that are taken into account within the scope of planning and developmeni are:

1.5.1 Melaka and Vision 2020

The vision 2020 is not only intended purely for economical advancement but also covers other aspects of ljfe; with
emphasis on positive social and spiritual values and quality of life. From this perspective, Melaka could contribute towards
the vision by enhancjng cultural and mental development of its peop e; ambitious and independent, self coniident, ethical,
religious and caring society wlthout negLecting the economic aspect oJ the city.

Melaka city-state however, is aiming for the status of a developed state by 2010. Melaka city could develop towards the
Vision 2020 wjlhout the global image ol high-rise towers and skyscrapers that dilute city images. By recognizing and
developing its own strength and character, rejecting destructive influences, the city will develop into a unique and
recognizable image that truly reflects Malaysian values and identity.
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1.5.2 National Development Policy (NDP)

The objectives of the Nalional Development Policy (NDP), among oihers. are to create a just and united society apart from
maintaining social stability and eifective economic management. This is aimed for the provision oi a suitable environment
for growth equipped with equitable distribution of resources. The NDP also emphasises the eradication oi poverty and the
restructuring of society to rectiiy any socia and economlc lmba ances among races. Anoiher essential aspect of the NDP
is in the moulding of a society with posilive socia and spirltual values as \\rel as inculcating national pride ln each citizen.

1.5.3 The Five-Year Malaysia Plan

The Five-Year Malaysia Plan is formulated to continuously mainta n ihe ba anced development concept as mentioned with-
in the NDP The Plan (2001-2005) also pays serious attenton to strategles in the generatlon oi rapid and continuous
economic growth while maintainlng a fair dislribution oi wealth among ethnic groups as wel as between the urban and rural
population. This equitable distribution of weath must aso baance the conservation of the environment and natural
resources. Under this plan, sustainable development is stressed upon as the 8th covenant that emphasises on ideals that
are discussed visually wilhin these pages.

1.5.4 Melaka and UNESCO World Heritage List

The city of Me aka was proclaimed as A Historical City' on Apr I 1sth, 1989. Among the reso utions that were made during
ihis congtess includes a proposal to suggest the nclusion of the city in the UNESCO World Heritaoe List.

The UNESCO convention provides for the proteclion of those cultural and natural properties deemed to be of outstanding
unjversal values, properties of great interest and importance irom an international viewpoint. The outstanding unjversal
value is judged using two sets of criteria; cultural property and the natural property ol a particular site. The main intention
is to provoke awareness in the richness and diversity ol world cultural and natural heritage.

The inclusion of l\,4elaka city in the Wor d Heritage Lisi w ll mean international recognition to the importance of the historical
context of the city as well as efforts of the local council and the Malaysian government in conservation and preservation. lt
will guarantee that the city's heritage is protected and preserved for future generations as well as promoting the city to an
international arena.

2.O Planning the Urban and Commercial Cenler

The urban centre represents the mode ior learning, economy and civilisation of a country, state or district. lt is also the place
for social development where the public interacts through shopping, learning, working and recreating whilst obtaining
government services.
ln keeping with its important role, an urban centre should have the following outstanding characteristics:

- History - Preserve and maintain buildings which are historic and symbolise the noble values of a civilisation;
- Knowledqe - The urban centre as a centre of academic excellence through the provision of integrated facilities such

as schools, mosques and science centres;
- Benefits - The economic activities and facilities of the urban centre is of benefit to all levels of users;
- The Mosque as a focus - In its role as the pulse of a successful network of development;
- An interaction centre - Urban activities that provide opportunities for interaction towards achieving unity;
- Harmony - Design of a city that is in harmony with its environment;
- Beauty and cleanliness - Systematic planning and development of infrastructure, public and social facilities so that

they will appear harmonious, beautiful and easily maintained; and
- Access - ln planning for the urban centre, focuses on the accessibility criteria which should be adequate, strategic

and integrated.



2,1 Planning of Open Space and City lnfrastructure

- Provide plazas, green spaces and parks as well as various categories of open spaces in order to make a liveable
garden city;

- Provide commercial and parking facilities, drainage, waste disposal systems, and other comprehensive and
userfriendly urban facilitiesi and

- Provide service protocols for electric cables, water pipes, sewerage, ielephones, etc.

2.2 Planning a Housing Development

Housing represents ihe foundation for creating a happy family and a harmonious society. Therefore, housing
facilities should provide a quality living environment that can contrjbute to comfortable living. lt should be locaied in
areas that encourage interaction, and enhances family values.

ln line with its function and role, the characteristics ot a good residential area are:

- Comforl - A comfortable internal space design and environment areas will assist in the formation ol a harmonious

family system;
- Friendly - Providing facilities that promote a human'friendly neighbourhood;
- Beautiful, with quality and identity - A design that symbolizes beauty, quality, room for growth and with its own image

and identity;
- Adequate and alJordable - Adequate cho ce of housing, that is affordable by the people;
- Clean and harmonious - A housing area and environment that is clean, healthy and in harmony with ii's

surrounding;
- Complete - Has compleie social facilities and utilities (seli-contained); and
- Safe - Located in an area that is safe from natural disasters.

2.3 Planning lor a Green Environment

Open space, recreation and landscape are important aspects that need to be given emphasis in development efforts for the
wellbeing of man. Among the luncllons of landscape and open space are as follows:

- Recreation at areas lor public use;
- Preservar'on of histo'ic places:
- Natural areas and wildllfe habitats:
- Areas of integrated use comprising of recreation, sports and flood control functions;
- Zones separating conflicting land use activities:
- Ecological areas with an importanl function in the evaporation systemi and
- lncrease visual and physical quality oi the city.

Among the good characteristics that deserve attention in outlining related guidelines are;

- Responsible to the user - Open and recreational space which can be put to good use with recreational activities
which are healthy, educational, mentally stimulating and prornotes positjve soclal interaction;

- lntegrated - Recreation, open spaces and suitable landscape are inlegrated with other components such as
residential, industrial and business areas and the urban centrei

- Beautiful and functional landscape; and
- A balanced design - A creative and innovative designs in the hard and soft landscape,
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2.4 Planning and lslam

It is a compulsory requirement for Malaysia, having Islam as the otiicial religion, to provide pLaces of worship ior
Musllms. Being a multi-racial country, places of worshjp for non-l\,4uslims are not neglected and speciiic iacilities for worship
are permitted, such as temples and churches.

Apart from being a place of worship, the mosque also lunctions as a civic, administrative, education and strategic centre for
a civil society and as a base io strengthen solidarity and unity among l,4uslims.

The mosque also functions as a place for meeting or discussion and as an institution oJ national development. Provisjon of
this facility is not only meant for worship but embraces a wider scope and in line with government s etfort to achieve Vis on
2020 towards the formation oi a civil soclety wiihout sacriiicing high moral values.

The seven prirnary roles of the mosque arel

- As a place of worship;
- As a centre of education and knowledge;
- As a place for lectures for the local residentsi
- As a 'house of piety' - creating an atrnosphere of tranquillty with beautilul landscape, thai is clean and relaxingj
- As a daily meetjng place for the local residents to carry out welfare worki
- As a cenire for the dissemination of knowledge, a computerised Islamic information centre, a place for revision and

exhibition which can also be provided with courts for games: and
- As a centre of education, information, dissemination, welfare, moral rehabilitation, promolion of the arts and other

activities for Muslims.

2.5 Planning lor Transportation

The transportation system is one of the main components in any settlement because jt connects all the activities within the
settlement. lt aims to fulfil several objectives, including:

- To facilitate accessibility to places of worship, work, recreation, shopping, educaiion, etc.;
- Opens up opportunities for interaction and strengthens unity and relationships among the residents; and
- lncreases economic activities and opens up employment opportunities.

A good transportation and traffic system will have the following main features:

- lnformative - Provides accurate information for the convenience of users;
- Quality - A transportation system which is caring, user friendly, artistic, environmental-friendly, clean and orderly with

respect Lo various usersi
- Comprehensive - Complete with supporting facilities, adequate, suitable and attractive;
- Efficienti and
- Easily accessible, competitive and children, disabled and elderlyjriendly.



2.6 Planning for a Civil Society

Planning ior the provision of soclal facilities should be of good quality and adequately planned in terms of distribution,
number and suitability of size based on existing standards so as to promote interaction among the residents. A
consolidated planning ol social programmes and activities will creaie a caring and united society which will indirectly
strengthen the family institution, reinforce friendships, enhance the spirit of neighbourliness and act as an agent ol
development for the local community.

Social facilities which should be provided to inculcate the values of a caring and united society are as follows:

- Health facilities;
- Educationiacilities;
- Service facilitiesi and
- Rehabilitationcentrefacililies.

2.7 Planning Laws of Malaysia

Law relating to town and country planning is conlained in Town and Country Planning Act 1976 (Act 172), the Town and
Country Planning (Amendment) Act 1 995 (Act 933) and the Town and Country Planning (Amendment) Act 2001 (Act A11 29).
These Acts ensure the uniformity of town and country plann ng laws practice by local authorities throughout ihe country.
Under section 3 of the Act 172 the State Authority assume the overall responsibillty for planning the land use and the
development of land withln the state. lt provides the loca planning authorities with the responsibility for planning,
development control and conservalion of buidjng and land in their respective area. Special provision is also given for
certain issues to ensure proper plannlng and preservaiion oi the environmenl:
a. Preservation of Naiural Topography
ln order to protect the naiural land cond lions irom excessive disturbance or damages caused by new development, thjs act
empowers local planning authorities to ensure adequaie conditions are made for the preservation of naiural topography,
before granting planning permisslon.
b. Tree Preservatlon Order
This particular Act empowers the local planning auihoriiy io issue tree preservatlon order which prohiblts the culting of any
particular tree or trees unless with the !vritten consent irom the local authoriiy.
c. PublicPartlcipation
Section I and 13 ot ihe Town and Country Planning Act 1976 (Act 172) provides ior pub c part cipation in the preparation
ol Development Plan. lt allows the publlc to inf uence and shape the Develop|nent Plan at the formatlve stage of the
preparation. Public views will be evalualed by the sub-commiitee appointed by the Staie Planning Committee.
d. Development Conirol
Under ihis Act'no person, other than local planning authority shall commence. undertake or carry out any development
unless planning permission in respecl ol the development has been granted io him.

Town Planning Act 1995(Act 538)
This Aci is specialy formulated for the profession of Town Plannjng in Malaysia. This Acl empowers the Town Planning
Board to regulate all town planning practices were carried out by proiessionals within the laws of town and country plan-
ning.
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2.10

Conservation Areas

Generally, development is not encouraged in hiLly areas !,!hich have been identified for preservation, that is:

Areas which have been declared as hill land lnder Part 11 , Section 3, Land Conservation Act 1990 (Act 385);
Hill areas of geological interesti
Hill areas of historical valuel
Areas which have been gazetted as water calchment areas;
Areas which have been gazetted as permanent forest reserves; and
To preserve the natural topography as far as possible.

Cutting of the hills should be kept to a minimum and will only be allowed for the provision of infrastructurei
Development in areas more than 150 metres above sea level is not allowed;
Areas that have outstanding natural beauty such as waterfalls and lakes should be preserved. Should development
be proposed in such areas, a detailed conservation study should be carried outi
Forests and logging activities that afJect the environment should have an Environmental lmpact Assessment Fleport
(ElA); this includes, development of forest land involving an area of 500 hectares of forest land, 100 hectares
of virgin iorests and 50 hectares oi mangrove swamp forest; and logging areas exceeding 500 hectares;
Open lorest burning is strictly prohibiied.

Riverside Development

Guidelines for lhe Riveriront Development Concept, JPS 1995:-
The shifting of river alignment is prohibited;
River reserves can only be developed as recreation and green areas;
River reserves can be used as buffer zones to control pollution and erosion;
Permanent buildings and infrastructure are not permitied within the river reserves such as buildings, electric poles,
Light Rail Transit, etc.;
Buildings and infrastructure should not obstruct the scenery surrounding the river;
The natural condition of ihe river should be preserved for the continued living of its flora and fauna;
The outflow of sewerage from development areas should be channelled into one main outlet before being drained
into the river;

Sewerage facilities equipped with a central lreatment system before being drained into the river;
All buildings erected should face the'iver:
The natural flow and direction of the river should be maintained and conservedi
River reserve can be made into a butfer zone to conirol surface pollution.

Buffer Zone

Aciivities producing in air, noise and smell pollution are not permitted within buffer zones; and
Actlvities that are permitted as buffer zones are those ihat do not result in pollution and nuisance such as roads,
open spaces, crop planiaiions, waterways and swimming pools.
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